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Timex-Sinclair Computer Users are facing the choice in some cases of upgrading 
their QL with a CARD and extra memory to run MS DOS using an emulator 
or buying say an Amstrad MS DOS computer to start from scratch in MS DOS, 

The big, open question is whether Sir Clive will introduce an MS DOS desktop 
or a more radical departure from conventional operating systems. To further 
confuse things there is an MS DOS Amstrad with the Sincalir name but Amstrad 
innards, made possible by Sir Clive having to sell his name along with the 
rest of the company when Sinclair Computers folded under financial duress, 
Meantime, the Z-88, Sir Clivets last design is growing in reputation although 
it is neither MS DOS nor Sinclair (TS2068/TS1000/QL) compatible. It does how 
ever work well with an Apple Macintosh or IBM-compatible, transferring files 
to the other make of computer using a cable. (With the right cable and soft- 
ware the trick is said to also work for transfers to a QL or TS2068). The 
Solution MS DOS emulator has been tested by QL DOC mag, &-scems—very—slow it 
is said, The ANT MS DOS emulator (cheaper) has had bugs,in early versions at 
least. The Solution is said to run MS DOS programs even slower than PC Ditto 
runs them on the Atari ST and ruins programs needing fast screen updates thus, 


A Home Securit rogram and connections for-a home alarm system are outlined in 
The North East Florida TSUG's n/l of Winter, 1989 date. Jimmy Easely of 
‘Texas submitted the program whose listings have been printed in this n/l. 
The n/l comes from NEF TSUG, c/o T. Phillips, 2942 Christopher Rd., 
Jacksonville, FL 32217, USA, The alarm system is hooked to the TS$2068 
joystick interface, 


Problems With Running MODEM or other 1200 baud Communication programs include 
dropping (missing) characters for no reason on the TS2068. R. Hilsman, 
writing in the column "SQ" in the n/l SMUG Bytes from Milwaulkee lists a 
machine language program that he has used to avoid these problems when 
using communication on packet radio (amateur radio's equivalent of phone 
line B.B.S. communication, in which the data is transmitted in packets or 
bursts of signal synchronized with the proper message spacing). The not 
completely tested program (for modem use), has however been used success- 
fully for packet radio, Larry Kenny's Maxcomm B.B.S. program had to over- 
come the character missing syndrome at 1200 baud too and to all accounts 
also has succeeded magnificiently. 


Extra Tricks for BASIC-One of the problems one gets into in convertin TS1000/ ZX-81 
programs to run on computers such as the TS2068 is that the 182068 allows 
one to have lower case letters in addition to capitals. Thus a question in 
the program "Enter 'Y' to try again" may respond only to 'Y' in the correct 
way and take 'y' as equivalent to 'N't or no. The solution is to POKE to all 
capitals mode POKE 23658,8 (& poke to Ø to get the computer back to normal 
again when needed). ---Another trick is that used to make use of the lower 
lines of the screen. TS2068 uses either the INPUT command or PRINT #13;AT 6,2 
: for example. To use the bottom lines on the TS1000/ZX-81 you can either 
POKE the characters into the Screen file once you have found the right address 
- to do so (usually DFILE +726 and so on) or POKE 16418,@ and POKE it back to 
2 after (and before an INPUT statement which may not like the longer display). 
Similar tricks find that to get FLASH on the T52068 or QL you need only use 
the command but to get it on the TSIO0O/ZX-81 a short program routine Tike sc 
900 PRINT AT 21,0;"FLASH", 910 FOR X=1 TO 5, 920 NEXT a §30 PRINT AT 21,0; 
? " (that is the same message but in inverted letters), 940 FOR X=1 TO 5, 
950 NEXT X, 960 IF INKEYS# "" THEN GOTO 900. More tips like these are ment- 
lonned in the Mar/Apr.,1989 Chicago TSUG n/l and the April SMUG n/1 which 
adds that FLASH will work on the QL only in 8 colour mode and not in 4 colour 
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Since User Addresses Are often Changing the following is a review of some current 


ones we are using: 
Ottawa-Hull Timex-Sinclair User Group, c/o M, Dove, 2161 East Acres Rd., Gloucester, 
Ont., Canada K1J 9A6 - newsletter published about once a year ,B.B.S. soon 

Toronto TSUG, c/o Geo, Chambers, 14 Richome Court, Scarborough, Canada M1K 2Y1l 

Vancouver TSUG, c/o R. Humphreys 2006 Highview Pl.,Port Moody, BC, Canada V3H 1N5 

SLIX (news exchange for T/S), c/o Bill Miller, 6675 Clifford Dr., Cupertino, Calif. 

95014-4530, USA -computerized database, info and news exchange for T/S 

Timelinez, c/o Geo. Mockridge, P.O. Box 1312, Pacifica, Calif, 94044, USA 

Boston Computer Society, T/S SIG, One Center Plaza, Boston, MA 02108, USA 

Harrisburg Area TSUG, 329 Rear Walton St., Lemoyne, PA 17043, USA 

LIST (Long Island Sinclair Timex), 5 Peri Lane, Valley Stream, NY 11581, USA 

QL_DOC (newsletter for QL published in the French language entirely), c/o Réal Gag- 
non, 8286 St-Hubert, Montréal, (Québec), Canada H2P 1Z3 -subscription $10 année 

Larken Electronics, RR#2, Navan, Ont., Canada K4B 1H9 -manufacturer disk drive i/f 

Larken TS1000 products handled by - Jim Horne, #3, 3050 Kingsway, Vancouver, Bebe 
Canada V5R 5J7  ---and --- Larken TS2068 products handled by R.M.G. Enterpr., 

1419 4 7th Street, Oregon City, OR 97045, USA (tel. 503-655-7484) 

Canadian QL repairs: Schennelly Stoughton, 191 William St. Nth.,Lindsay, Ont.K9V4B8 

Canadian TS2068 repairs and accessories: J, Mathewson, 1852 Appleford Gloucester, 

Ont. KlJ 6T4 (call first, before shipping anything, 613-746-7869) 
USA TS/QL Repairs:Dan Elliott, Route 1, Box 117, Cabool, MO 65689, USA 


----(to be cont.}-------- these are only some of the current addresses--------------- 
Where Did This Newsletter Come From? -This newsletter is one of a series of occa» 
sional newsletters on . computer subjects produced as a hobby and quite indep- 


endently (so far) of any financial support of any user group by Bill Harmer, 
97 Ruskin Street, Ottawa, Ont, Canada K1Y 4B3. It all started with the TS Bulletin 
and then the newsletters started to divide and multiply so that now a half-doz, 
are put out on an irregular basis, Sounds like a good hobby. But above all, it 
fills pleasantly many an otherwise (not-so-idle) hour, Rather than get into the 
hassle of subscriptions (for what has always been seen as a temporary if not too 
flakey operation), I just sends them out and hopes for exchanges. To get one 
check your local user group library. Some Doon ook iets have also been produced 
and are available for various prices: Assembly Language Programming for the ZX-81 
(slender reprint of articles from TS Bulletin plus), $10, Famous Computers $15, 
S1000/2ZX-81 Tips And Info For The New User (to appear, $15). . Much of 
the material in these booklets is self-standing in one page units and may be re- 
printed in T/S newsletters either simply by photocopying or by photoreduction, 
Are they the answer to the newsletter editor's 'empty-basket-with-approa ching- 
publication-déadline't syndrome? Some of the material has never been published in 
any newsletter before! J ooo 


BRAZILIAN SPECTRUM --L.1I.S.T. n/L of N.Y. publishes a product description of 


the Brazilian ZX Spectrum®compatible TK-90X (They also make a TK95, and mention 
that used cemputers—including the TK85 car be had in Uraguay & Chile & Brazil), 
The manufacturer is Microdigital Electrônica LTDA.,Av. Angélica, 2.318 -01228 
São Paulo, Brazil (telephone-(11) 231-4714, Telex-(11)37008).-Mar.,1989 dated info 
Specs: TK-90X -16K ROM incl. BASIC, 48K RAM, 3.58 MHz Z-80A, PAL or NTSC t.v. on 
low v.h.f,. channels, QWERTY keyboard with key click echo, auto repeat, 40 key, 
RS-232 not included but Atari-compatible joystick interface (with keys 6,7,8,9,0) 
ts included , 1200 baud cassette interface for program SAVE & LOAD, colour, INK 
PAPER, BORDER ,OVER( superposition of characters) graphic commands & FLASHING & 
BRIGHTNESS, pkg. includes 110/220 v. a.c. power supply with on/off sw, & manual 


News from SMUG of Milwaukee-A recent newsletter shows a picture taken with a 

video camera and converted into bits and bytes by a TS2068 and digitizer board 

to print out the picture on a dot matrix printer,--Member Lloyd Dreger, author, 

of a couple of books on machine language programming for the TS2068 has produced 

a multi-tasking program (in m/c) for the TS2068, To obtain the program or the 

digitizer interface board contact SMUG, P.O. Box 101, Butler, WI.53007, USA. 
~-ihe_ board is available. as_a poh or assembled {US$53)_ while supplies-last,------ 

Warning: Double check any information in this before you try it or send money awy 


